Malignant hypertension presenting as acute pancreatitis.
We report a patient who was admitted to hospital with acute pancreatitis but who also had malignant phase hypertension. Whilst his alcohol intake was high, there was no objective evidence of alcoholic liver disease and no other underlying cause for pancreatitis was found. The pancreatitis may therefore have been due to pancreatic infarctions associated with fibrinoid necrosis. In all patients with acute pancreatitis, the diagnosis of malignant hypertension should be considered.